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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application; 



1 1. Cancelled 

1 2. (Currently Amended) Th e automobil e body in accordance with claim 1, An 

2 automobile, b ody h aving improved resistance to torsional deformation, the body 

3 comprising: 

4 (a> a left panel on a left side of the automobile; 

5 fb) a right panel on a right side of the automobile; 

6 (c) a left damper stiffener rigidly attached to the left panel near a left point of 

7 attachment to the body of an automobile suspension: 

8 (d) a riaht damper stiffener rigidly attached to the right panel near a right point of 

9 attachment to the body of an automobile suspension: 

10 (e) a left damper stiffener extension extending from rigid attachment to the left 

11 damper stiffener to rigid attachment to a body member positioned rearward of the damper 

12 stiffener. wherein the body member is a side panel outers 

13 (ft a right damper stiffener extension extending from rigid attachment to the right 

14 damper stiffener to rigid attachment to a body member positioned rearward of the damper 

15 stiffened 



3 
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1 3. (Currently Amended) Tho automobile body in accordanc e with claim h An 

2 automobile body having improved resistance to torsional deformation, the body 

3 comprising: 

4 fa) a left panel on a left side of the automobile: 

5 (b) a right panel on a rifiht side of the autoniobile; 

6 (c) a left dampftf stiffener rigidly attached to the left panel near a left point of 

7 attachment to the body of an automobile suspension: 

8 (d) a right damper stiffener rigidly attached to the right panel near a right point of 

9 attachment to the bodv of an automobile suspension; 

10 (ei a left damper stiffener extension extending from rigid attachment to the left 

11 dam per stiffener to rigid a ttachment t o a bodv member positioned rearward of the damper 

12 _stiffener A wherein the body member is a side panel outer extension^ 

13 (f) a right damper stiffener extension extending from rigid attachment to the right 

14 damper stiffener to rigid attachment to a body member positioned rearward of the damper 

15 stiffener. 

1 4. (Currently Amended) The- automobile- %ed^4n-aeeordfaiee-with-eteim-l; An 

2 automobile body having improved resistance to torsional deformation, the bodv 

3 comprising: 

4 fa) a left panel on a left side of the automobile: 

5 fb) a right panel on a rigfrt side of the automobile: 

4 
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6 (c) a left damper stiffener rigidly attached to the left panel n ear a left point of 

7 attachment to the body of an automobile suspension: 

8 (d) a right damper stiffener rigidly attached to the right pane) near a right point of 

9 attachment to the body of an automobile suspension; 

10 (c) a left damper stiffener extension extending from rigid attachment to the left 

11 damper stiffener to rigid attachment to a body member positioned rearward of the damper 

12 stiffener, wherein the body member includes a side panel outer extension and a side panel 

13 outer?; 

14 (f) a right damper stiffener extension extending from rigid attachment to the right 



15 damper stiffener to rigid attachment to a body member positioned rearward of the damper 

16 stiffener. 



1 5. (Currently Amended) Th e automobil e body in accordance with olaim 1, An 

2 automobile body having improved resistance to torsional deformation, the body 

3 comprising: 

4 fa) a left panel on a left side of the automobile; 

5 (b) a right panel on a right side of the automobile: 

6 (c) a left damper stiffener rigidly attached to the left panel near a left point of 

7 attachment to the body of an automobile suspension; 

8 fd> a right damner stiffener rigidly attached to the right panel near a right point of 

9 attachment to the body of an automobile suspension: 

5 
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10 (el a left damper stiffener extension extending from rigid attachment to the left 

11 damper stiffener to rigid attachment to a body member positioned rearward of the damper 

12 stiffened wherein the body member is a rear panels 

13 if) a right damper stifFener extension extending from rigid attachment to the right 



14 damper stiff ener to rigi d attachment to a body member positioned rearward of the damper 

15 stiffener. 



1 6. (Currently Amended) Tho automobil e body in accordanc e with olaim 1, An 

2 automobile body having improved resistance to torsional deformation, the body 

3 comprising: 

4 (a) a left panel on a left side of the automobile: 

5 (h) a right panel on a right side of the automobile; 

6 (c) a left damper stiffener rigidly attached to the le ft panel near a left point of 

7 attachment to the body of an automobile suspension: 

8 (d) a right damper stiffener rigidly attached to the right panel near a rigjht point of 

9 attachment to the body of an automobile suspension: 

10 (e) a left damper stiffener extension extending from rigid attachment to the left 

11 damper stiffener to rigid attachment to a body member positioned rearward of the damper 

12 stiffener, wherein the body member is a floor frame member^ 



6 
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13 (fl a right damper stiffener extension extending from rigid attachment to the right 

14 damper stiffener to rigid attachment to a body member positioned rearward of the damper 

15 stiffener. 

1 7. (Original) The automobile body in accordance with claim 6, wherein the body 

2 member further comprises a rear panel, 

1 8. Cancelled 

1 9. Cancelled 

I 10. Cancelled 

1 11. Cancelled 

1 12. (Currently Amended) Th e automobil e body in accordance with olaim 11 , An 

2 automobile body having improved resistance to torsional deformation, the body 

3 comprising: 

4 (a) a rear inner panel on a left side of the automobile; 

5 (h) a rear inn er panel on a right side of the automobile: 

7 
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6 (c) a left damper stiffener rigidly attached to the left rear inner panel near a left 

7 point of attachment to the body of an automobile suspension; 

8 (d) a right damper stiffener rigidly attached to the right rear inner panel near a 

9 right point of attachment to the body of an automobile suspension; 

10 (e) a left damper stiffener extension extending from rigid attachment to the left 

11 damper stiffener to rigid attachment to a body member positioned rearward of the damper 

12 stiffener. wherein the body member is a side panel outers 

13 (0 a right damper stiffener extension extending from rigid attachment to the right 

14 damper stiffener to rigid attachment to a body member positioned rearward of the damper 

15 stiffener: and 

16 (g) a box-beam parcel shelf rigidly mounted at a left side to the left rear inner 

17 panel and at a right side to the right rear inner panel 

1 13. (Currently Amended) Th e automobil e body in accordanc e with claim U y An 

2 automobile body haying improved resistance to torsionaL_deformation. the body 

3 comprising: 

4 (a) a rear inner panel on a left side of the automobile: 

5 ffr) a rear inner panel on a right side of the automobile; 

6 (c) a left damoer stiffener rigidly attached to the left rear inner panel near a left 

7 point of attachment to the body of an automobile suspension: 

8 
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8 (d) a right damper stiffener rigidly attached to the right rear inner panel near a 

9 right point of attachment to the body of an automobile suspension: 

10 (e) a left damper stiffener extension extending from rigid attachment to the left 

11 damper stiffener to rigid attachment to a body member positioned rearward of the damp er 

1 2 stiffener, wherein the body member is a side panel outer extension*; 

13 Cf) a right damper stiffener extension extending from rigid attachment to the right 

14 damper stiffener to rigid attachment to a body member positioned rearward of the damper 

15 stiffener; and 

16 (g^ a box-beam parcel shelf rigidly mounted at a left side to the left rear inner 

17 panel and at a right side to the right rear inner panel. 

1 14. (Currently Amended) Th e -outomobil g body in accordance with claim 11, An 

2 automobile body haying improved resistance to torsional deformation, the body 

3 comprising : 

4 fa) a rear inner panel on a left side of the automobile: 

5 (b\ a rear inner panel on a right side of the automobile: 

6 (c\ a left damper stiffener rigidly attached to the left rear inner panel near a left 

7 point of attachment to the body of an automobile suspension; 

8 (d) a right damper stiffener rigidly attached to the right rear inner panel near a 

9 right point of attachment to the body of an automobile suspension: 



9 
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10 (e) a left damper stiffener extension extending from rigid attachment to the left 

11 damper stiffener to rigid attachment to a body member positioned rearward of the damper 

12 stiffener. wherein the body member includes a side panel outer extension and a side panel 

13 outers 

14 (f) a right damper stiffener extension extending from rigid attachment to the right 

15 damper stiffener to rig i d attachment to a body member positioned rearward of the damper 

16 stiffener: and 

17 ( g) a box-beam parcel shelf rigidly mounted at a left side to the left rear inner 

18 panel and at a right side to the right rear inner panel. 

1 15. (Currently Amended) Th e automobile body in - accordanc e with claim 11, An 

2 automobile body having improved resistance to torsional deformation the body 

3 comprising: 

4 (a) a rear inner panel on a left side of the automobile: 

5 (b) a rear inner panel on a right side of the automobile; 

6 fc) a left damper stiffener rigidly attached to the left rear inner panel near a left 

7 point of attachment to the body of an automobile suspension: 

8 fd) a right damper stiffener rigidly attached to the right rear inner panelnear a 

9 ri ght point of attachment to the body of an automobile suspension: 

10 
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10 (e) a left damper stiffener extension extending from rigiH attachment to the left 

11 damper stiffener to rigid attachment to a body member positioned rearward of the damper 

12 stiffened wherein the body member is a rear panek; 

13 (f) a right damper stiffener extension extending from rigid attachment to the rig ht 

14 damper stiffener to rigid attachment to a body member positioned rearward of the damper 

15 stiffener; and 

16 £ g)_ a box-beam parcel shelf rigidly mounted at a left side to the left rear inner 

17 panel and at a right side to the right tear inner panel. 

1 16. (Currently Amended) Th e automobil e body in accordanc e with claim 11 , An 

2 automobile body having improved resistance to torsional deformation, the body 

3 comprising: 

4 fa) a rear inner panel on a left side of the automobile; 

5 (b) a rear inner panel on a right side of the automobile; 

6 (c) a left damper stiffener rigidly attached to the left rear inner panel near a left 

7 point of attachment to die body of an automobile suspension: 

8 (d) a right damper stiffener rigidly attached to the right rear inner panel near a 

9 right point of attachment to the body of an automobile suspension; 

10 (fi) a left damper stiffener .mwiAm.^m^1^A^ attachment to the left 

11 damper stiffener to rigid attachment to a body member positioned rearward of the damper 

1 2 stiffener, wherein the body member is a floor frame member?; 

11 
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13 (f) a right damper stiffener extension extend ing from rigid atta chment to the right 

14 damper stiffener to rigid attachment to a body member positioned rearward of the damper 

15 stiffener; and 

16 f ff) a box -beam parcel shelf rigidly mounted at a left side to the left rear inner 

17 panel and at a right side to the riflht rear inner panel. 

1 17> (Original) The automobile body in accordance with claim 16, wherein the body 

2 member further comprises a rear panel. 

1 18. (Currently Amended) The automobile body in accordance with claim 44 j_2, 

2 wherein the box-beam parcel shelf further comprises first, second, third and fourth boom 

3 panel members, each beam panel member having lateral edges, and said beam panel 

4 members being joined at lateral edges to one of said lateral edges of an adjacent b e am 

5 panel member to form walls of the box-beam parcel shelf. 

1 19. (Currently Amended) The automobile body in accordance with claim ±± 18, 

2 wherein the first and second beam panel members are spaced substantially from one 

3 another, and the third and fourth panel members are spaced substantially from one 

4 another. 



12 
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1 20. (New) The automobile body in accordance with claim 13, wherein the box-beam 

2 parcel shelf further comprises first, second, third and fourth panel members, each panel 

3 member having lateral edge$, and said panel members being joined at lateral edges to one 

4 of said lateral edges of an adjacent panel member to form walls of the box-beam parcel 

5 shelf 

1 21. (New) The automobile body in accordance with claim 14, wherein the box-beam 

2 parcel shelf further comprises first, second, third and fourth panel members, each panel 

3 member having lateral edges, and said panel members being joined at lateral edges to one 

4 of $aid lateral edges of an adjacent panel member to form walls of the box-beam parcel 

5 shelf 

1 22. (New) The automobile body in accordance with claim 15, wherein the box-beam 

2 parcel shelf further comprises first, second, third and fourth panel members, each panel 

3 member having lateral edges, and said panel members being joined at lateral edges to one 

4 of said lateral edges of an adjacent panel member to form walls of the box-beam parcel 

5 shelf. 

1 23. (New) The automobile body in accordance with claim 16, wherein the box-beam 

2 parcel shelf further comprises first, second, third and fourth panel members, each panel 

3 member having lateral edges, and said panel members being joined at lateral edges to one 

13 
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4 of said lateral edges of an adjacent panel member to form walls of the box-beam parcel 

5 shelf. 



14 
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